Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 299 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.076; wR factor = 0.231; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.4.
In the title compound, C 29 H 29 N 5 O 8 , the ester group is disordered over two sites with site-occupancy factors of 0.91/ 0.09. The crystal structure is stabilized by inter-and intramolecular hydrogen-bond interactions. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . 
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Comment
The tridentate ligands with 2,6-dipicolinoyhydrazone have been intensively studied due to the interesting coordination mode.
( Chen et al., 1997; Thompson, 2002; Zhao et al., 2004) . We report here the synthesis and crystal structure of a novel tridentate ligand, the title compound (I) (Fig. 1) .
The molecular structure contains one pyridine ring and two substitutional benzene rings. The dihedral angles between the pyridine and benzene planes are 6.50 (13)° for C8-C13 and 26.43 (16)° for C20-C25.
The crystal packing is governed by intermolecular hydrogen bonds interactions. Each molecular can serve as donor and acceptor to form the N-H-O hydrogen bonds with two other neighboring molecules, forming chains parallel to the a axis ( Fig. 2 ; Table 1 ).
Experimental
To a solution of 2-(2-formylphenoxy)acetic acid (1.80 g, 10 mmol) in absolute ethanol (40 ml), a suspension of 2,6-dipicolinoyhydrazine in the same solvent (50 ml) was added at 323 K. The mixture was left to react at reflux for 18 h, then the white needle product was filtered, washed with hot ethanol (20 ml portion) three times and dried in vacuum. Crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained from acetone-methanol (1:1 v/v) over a period of about three weeks, and unexpecting the carboxyl from the 2-(2-formylphenoxy)acetic acid was esterified in the ethanol solvent.
Refinement
After their location in the difference map, all H-atoms were fixed geometrically at ideal positions and allowed to ride on the parent C or N atoms with C-H = 0.93Å and N-H = 0.86Å and U iso (H)= 1.2U eq (C and N). The esterified group is disorder over two sites. So, the site-occupancy factors for the two orientations were refined as 0.905 / 0.095. The SHELX restrains AFIX, FLAT and ISOR were applied.
Figures Fig. 1 . The structure of (I), showing the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 20% probability level.
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